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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its sim 
however, is to giveits readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

Txims—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers willbe sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn usacopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ““ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


The Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

Tuacker, Superintendent. 











Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. ’ 

. Newnouse, Superintendent. 

Garden-Hoes: A new and very complete arti- 
cle called the Scurrie Hor, is manufactured and 
offered to the gardening public as above. 


POLLY 








ma 





Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O H. Mrxter, C. Ops, Agents. 


Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. 

H. W. Buenuam, 


Mrs. E, Wurrriexp, } Superintendents, 





Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats of the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8. Van Veuzer, Superintendent. 
Pailm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 
the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Szars, Superintendent. 


Milling: Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Haut, Miller. 

















annem * 
Job-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Crrcutar Office. 
Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 








Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., NV. Y. 





Putmey Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 


.... PUTNEY, VT. 


M, L. WORDEN, 





Walinsfora Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 


R. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 


an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; 'e 2d and 3rd) of the 


Onerpa AssociaTion. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


pasPast Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

s@e Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 




















COMMUNITY SWELLING AT ONEIDA. 








The Oneida Association. 


For the sake of presenting information 
about the Oneida Association in a compact 
form to inquirers who address us from time to 
time, we have selected a list of the most essential 
questions that are usually asked, and will pro- 
ceed to answer them as correctly and concise- 
ly as possible, in the following order : 

* Question 1.— Where is the Association lo- 
cated ? 

Answer.—On the Oncida creek, in the 
town of Lenox, Madison Co., N. Y., three 
miles south of Oneida Depot. ' The post-office 
address of the Association is Oneida, N. Y. 

Q. 2.— What is the nwmber of members ? 

A.—About 180, of whom three-fourths are 
adults and youths, and one-fourth children. 

Q. 3.—How long has the Association been 
organized ? 

A.——Eight years. Many of the first mem- 
bers, however, were emigrants from Putney, 
Vt., where they had been organized in Associa- 
tion several years previously. 

Q. 4.— What are your principles? 

A.—-Our fundamental principle is religion. 

Q. 5.— What denomination do yow belong 
to? 

A.—To none of the popular denominations. 
We are generally called Per fectionists. 

Q. 6.— Who is your leading man? 

A.—dJoun H. Noyes, a graduate of Dart- 
mouth College, who studied theology under 
Prof. Stuart of Andover, and Dr. Taylor of 
New Haven, and in 1834, while a student and 
licentiate of the Yale Theological Seminary, 
became a Perfectionist. 

Q. 7.—Do you believe in the Bible? 

A.—Most heartily, and study it more than 
all other books. It is in fact our only written 
creed and constitution. 

Q. 8.—Are your views like those of Wesley ? 

A —--Quite different. We believe, (as it is gen- 
erally understood he did not,) in ‘the New 
Covenant,’ which enlists soldiers for life; or 
in other words, for perpetual holiness. 

Q. 9.—Have you any affinity with the Ober- 
lin Perfectionists ? 

A.—Very little. They follow Wesley. 

Q. 10.— What are your most important ar- 
ticles of faith? 

A.—We believe from the testimony of the 
Bible, first, that Jesus Christ, the king of the 
world, came the second time and began to reign, 
1800 years ago, i. e., within the lifetime of one 
generation from the time of his first coming; 
(according to Matt. 24: 34;) and secondly, 
that he is in us (as in all true believers) a Sa- 
vior from all sin. ‘These are the foundations 
of our whole theological and social system. 

Q. 11.—Is your social scheme anything like 
thatof Fowrver ? 

A.—We have very little acquaintance with 
Fourier’s writings: but find, from what we 
have seen of them, that'we differ widely from 
him on the most essentia] points. He relies 
on attraction, i. e., the love of utilities, econo- 
mies, luxuries, &c., for the motive power of 
Association. Our motive power is faith, i. e., 
attraction towards Christ, and spiritual life. 
He begins with industrial organization and 
physical improvements, expecting that a true 
religion and the true relation of the sexes will 
be found out three or four hundred years 
hence. We begin with religion, and reconcil- 
iation of the sexes, and expect that industrial 
reform and physical improvement will follow, 
and that too within less than three or four 
hundred years. He thinks that the Pentecost 
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principle, community of goods, is ‘the grave 
of liberty.’ We think it is the prime element 
of heavenly freedom. We expect, however, 
to learn many things about externals, from 
Fourier. 

Q. 12.— What are your rules and regula- 
tions ? 

A.—We have no formal constitution or code 
of bye-laws, and do not expect to have any. 
Unwritten bye-laws are constantly growing in us 
and among us, by the suggestions of expe- 
rience. isdom, evolved by trials and estab- 
lished by precedents, is the common law of all 
countries ; and this is our code. 

Q. 13.—You must have officers: how do 
you elect them ? 

A.—We do not elect them—we find them 
out. God and education make officers ; and in 
a just society, they are sure to reach their 
places by a natural process. 

Q. 14.—What do you rely upon for the 
regulation and discipline of members ? 

A.—On religious influence, free criticism, 
and education. 

Q. 15.—Do you find these sufficient to se- 
cure good order and progress, without recourse 
to arbitrary rules? 

A.—Entirely so. 

Q. 16--What are your means of religious 
influence ? 

A.—We have meetings every evening, and 
they are generally cevoted to religious conver- 
sation and reading ; though business and other 
topics are not excluded. The Bible is the dai- 
ly study of men, women and cbildren. 

Q. 17.—- What is your system of Criticism? 

A.—We tell each other plainly and kindly 
our thoughts about each other in various ways. 
Sometimes the whole Association criticise a 
member in meeting. Sometimes it is done 
more privately, by committees, and sometimes 
by individuals. In some cases, criticism is 
directed to general character, and in others to 
special faults and offences. It is also exer- 
cised in the discovery and commendation of 
value in character as well as in the exposure 
of defects. Generally, criticism isinvited by 
the subject of it, and is regarded as a privilege. 
It is well understood that the moral health of 
the Association depends on the freest circula- 
tion of this plainness of speech, and all are 
ambitious to balance accounts in this way as of- 
ten as possible. Here is the whele secret of 
government among us. Our government is 
Democratic, inasmuch as the privilege of criti- 
cism is distributed through the whole body, 
and the power which it gives is accessible to 
any one who will take pains to attain good 
judgment. It is Aristocratic, inasmuch as the 
best critics have the most power. It is Theo- 
cratic, inasmuch as the Spirit of Truth alone 
can give the power of genuine criticism. 

Q. 18.— What are your provisions for edu- 
cation ? 

A.—We have daily schools for children, in 
which common learning is taught,in connection 
with the fear of God and the lawof love. But 
it is understood among us that the whole Asso- 
ciation is a school: and all members, old and 
young, are supplied with books, and addict 
themselves to various branches of learniug as 
they have oportunity. 

Q. 19.—Do you hold to community of prop- 
erlys 

A.—The ideas of the Association in regard 
to the ownership and distribution of property, 
ure’ stated in our first Annual Report, as fol- 
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vogue in the world, are forms of what is vulgarly 
called the ‘ grab-game,’ i. e., the game in which the 
prizes are not distributed by any rules of wisdom 
and ce, but are seized by the strongest and 
craftiest ; and that the laws of the world simply 
give rules, more or less civilized, for the conduct of 
this game. 

2. That the whole system thus defined, is based 
on the false asswmption that the lands and goods of” 
the world, previously to their iom by man, 
have no owner; and rightfally oom property 
of any one whe first gets possession ; which assump- 
tion denies the original title of the Creator, excludes 
him from his right of distribution, and makes the 
‘ grab-game,’ im one form or other, inevitable. 

8. That God the Creator has the first and firmest 
title to all Propewty whatsoever ; that he therefore 
has the right of distribution; that no way of esca 
from the miseries of the ‘ grab-game’ will ever A 
found, till Ais title and right of distribution are 
practically acknowledged : that in the approaching 
reign of inspiration, he will assert his ownership, 
be acknowledged and installed as distributor, and 
thus the reign of covetousness, competition and vio- 
lence, will come to an end. 

4. That God never so makes over property to 
man, as to divest himself of his own title; and of 
course that man can never in reality have absolute 
and exclusive ownership of lands, goods, or even of 
himself, or his productions, but only subordinate, 
joint-ownership with God. 

5. That in the kingdom of God, every loyal citi- 
zen is subordinate joint-ewner with God of all 
things. Rev. 21: 7. 

6. That the right of individual possession of the 
specific goods of the universe, wnder this general 
joint-ownership, is determined by the arbitrament 
of God, through inspiration, direet or indirect. 

7. That there is no other right ef property be- 
yond these two, viz., the right of general tatees. 
ership by unity with God, and the right of posses- 
sion as determined by inspiration. 

8. That the right of possession, in the case of ar - 
ticles directly consumed in the use, is necessarily 
equivalent to exclusive ownership; but in all other 
cases, is only the right of beneficial use, subject to 
to the principle of rotation, and to the distributive 
rights of God. 

It will be seen from this statement of principles, 
that the Oneida Association cannot properly be said 
to stand on any ordinary platform of Communism. 
Their doctrine is that of community, not merely or 
chiefly with each other, but with God; and for the 
security of individual rights they look, not to consti- 
tutions or compacts with each other, but to the wis- 
dom and goodness of the Spirit of trath, which is 
above all. The idea of their system, stated in its 
simplest form, is, that all believers constitute the 
family of God; that all valuables, whether persons 
or things, are family property ; and that all the la- 
bors of the family are directed, judged and reward- 
ed in the distribution of enjoyments, by the Father. 

Perhaps the best encomium on these principles 
may be deduced from the fact that the Association, 
under the influence of them, has lived in entire har- 
mony in relation to property interests for [eight] 
years met with no diffiiculty in resp ect to the dis- 
and hastribution of possessions and privileges. 

No accounts are kept between the members and the 
Association, or between the several members; and 
there is no more occasion for them than there is be- 
tween man and wife, or than there was between the 
several members of the family which gathered around 
the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The Associn- 
tion believes that in the kingdom of heaven ‘ every 
man will be rewarded according to his works’ with 
far greater exactness than is done in the kingdoms 
of this world; but it does not believe that money is 
the currency in which rewards are to be distribu- 
teland acvounts balanced. Its idea is that love is 
the appropriate reward of labor; that in a just 
spiritual medium, every individual, by the fixed 
laws of attraction, will draw around him an amount 
of love exactly proportioned to his intrinsic value 
and efficiency, and thus that all accounts will be 
punctually and justly balanced without the compli- 
cated and cumbersome machinery of book-keeping. 

As to the Jega/ titles of land and other property, 
no special measures have been taken to secure the 
Association from individuals. Those who owned or 
purchased lands in theirown name at the begin- 
ning, have retained their deeds, and no formal 
transfer of any property brought in by the members, 
has been made to the Association. e stock of the 
yi has been consolidated by love, and not by 

aw. 

The terms of admission so far as property is con- 
cerned, are stated in the Register of the Associa- 
tion, as follows : 

**On the admission of any member, all property 
belonging to him or her, becomes the property of the 
Association. A record of the estimated amount will 
be kept, and in case of the subsequent withdrawal 
of the member, the Association, accomding to its 
practice heretofore, will refund the property or an 
equivalent amount. This practice, however, stands 
on the ground, not of obligation, but of expediency 
and liberality ; and the time and manner of refund- 
ing must be trusted to the discretion of the Associ- 
ation. While a person remains a member, his sub- 
sistence and education in the Association are held to 
be just equivalents for his labor; and no accvunts 
are kept between him and the Association, and no 
claim of wages accrues to him in case of subsequent 
withdrawal.” 


Q. 20.--Do you carry out these principles, 
and apply them to social rights, i. e., proper- 
ty im weves and children ? 

A.—Certainly ; read them over again, and 
see if you have any objection. We apply 
these principles, not only to property and social 











lows. We believe, 
1. That all the systems of property-getting in 


rights, but to our ownership of ourselves. 
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Q. 21.--Do you separate husbands and 
wives ? 

A.—No ; but we teach them the law of love: 
‘ Thou shalt love, [not merely thy wife and 
shildren, but] thy neighbor as thyself ;’ and 
when they have got that lesson by heart, they 
separate themselves far enough to let in their 
neighbor. “ You will find satisfaction on other 
points connected with this delicate subject in 
Bible Communism, a pamphlet which is no- 
ticed in the advertisement of publications, 
on our first page. 

Q. 22.—De parents take care of their own 
children ? 

A.—-Yes, if they please. But members, as 
fast as they become intelligent, come to regard 
the whole Association as one family, and all 
children ag the children of the family. Their 
special relation to their own children, though 
it is not extirpated or despised, is reduced to 
subordination tov the general family relation. 
The care of the children, after the period of 
nursing, is committed to those who have the 
best talent and most taste for the business, and 
so the parents are wade free for other avoca- 
tions. 

Q 23.—What are your regulations about 
labur 2? 

A.—Labor in the Association is free; and 
we find that ‘ free labor’ is more profitable than 
‘slave labor.’ Our men and women organize 
themselves, or are organized by the general 
managers, into groups, under chiefs, for the 
various departments of work. These groups 
are frequently changed, and constant rotation 
goes on, so that all have variety of occupation, 
and opportunity to find out what each one is 
best adapted to. 

Q. 24--What do you do with the lazy ones ? 

A.—This sort of persons cannot live under 
our system of religious influence, criticism and 
education. When cases of laziness or other 
had behavior occur, our most common way of 
punishing tbe offender, has been, to dismiss 
him from his group, and request him to stop 
work. This brings on a reaction and cures the 
evil in the person sooner than any thing elsc. 
We have to criticise members for working too 
much oftener than for being lazy. 

Q. 25--How much land have you ? 

A.—Two hundred and twenty-five acres, 
mostly very good meadow land; we owe the 
State for this $800, otherwise we are clear of 
debt, and make it a general rule to pay as we 
go. 

~Q 26— What do you raise? 

A. Most of’ the articles commonly raised by 
farmers. There are large orchards of various 
and choice fruit trees. The sales from our 
vegetuble garden the past year amounted to 
over $2,000. 

Q. 27.—Have you any manufactures or 
other departments of business ? 

a\.—We have a Circularium, or building 
devoted to industrial operations, 68 ft. long, 
50 ft. wide, and three stories high, situated on 
a good water-power. It contaius a Flouring- 
mill, a Trap and Hoe manufactory, with nine 
forges, a Machine-shop, a Wood-shop and 
Printing-office. For a list of other manufac- 
tures see the Business Directory on our first 
pege, and add tailoring, shoemaking and such 
other branches as are found necessary to carry 
on for our own convenience. 

Q. 28.—Does the Association support itself 
Ly these resources ? 

A.--It does. 

Q. 29.— What are your conditions of mem- 
bership ? 

A.—Any one proposing to join the Asso- 
ciation ought, first, to understand and hold by 
heart our religious and social doctrines ; sec- 
ondly, to count the cost of enlisting with us 
for life; thirdly, to get his freedom from ary 
claims of kindred, &c.; and, fourthly, to pay 
all his debts, or at least, disclose them to us, 
that we may know his situation. Joining us 
is like marriage; and these are simply the 
prudent preliminaries of such a decisive act. 
If the parties are not in sympathy, or are in 
external circumstances unfavorable to a union, 
it is better for them to remain friends, than to 
venture on a closer connection. We cannot too 
much urge on applicants, for their own sake 
and for ours, the importance of the most sin- 
cere and deliberate attention to these prelim- 
Inaries. 

Q. 30.—Are you receiving members from 
time to time ? 

A.—Our numbers increase as fast as is con- 
sistent with our limited accommodations.—— 
here are affiliated Associations established at 
Wallingford Conn., and at Putney, Vt., which 
ure also gradually opening facilities for mem- 
hership. 

Q 31.—Can any one leave the Association ? 

A --Of course. When any one is discon- 
tented, and threatens to leave, we always set 
the doors wide open. Desertions, however, 


have been very few ; and several, after trying 
he world, have come back. 


Generally, seces- 





sion in our commonwealth is more disagree- 
able to the individual states than to the general 
government. 

Q. 32.—Do you employ physicians ? 

A.—We have very little occasion for their 
services ; and find in general that faith, pa- 
tience, criticism and abstinence are better reme- 
dies for disease than doctor’s stuff. There has 
been no death in the Association for more than 
a year. 
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(3 As announced in our last paper, the present 
number will be found to cuntain adigest of in- 
formation relating to the history, principles, 
customs, etc., of the Oneida Arsociation. Our 
limited space has not permitted us to give so com- 
plete a summary as might be desired: many im- 
portant topics, connected with our theology and 
practical experience, we have necessarily left 
untouched: but we have yet sought to notice 
subjects which are of general interest and pri- 
mary importance, and to make a paper suitable 
for extra circulation. Our constant readers will 
notice, together with reprints, considerable new 
matter in this number, and the casual inquirer 
will gain by its perusal a much better idea of 
Bible Yommunists than he could get from an or- 
dinary number. If after reading this he has a 
desire to learn more of us, he is referred to our 
publications, especially the Berean and Bible 
Communism. (See advertisements.) We shall 
print an extra number of copies, and will promptly 
respond to any orders for the same. 











General Platform 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all believers, in this world and in 
Hades, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing death. 


Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business forsubsistence. 


A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and 

devoted to God 

Nors.—Our plan of operations centers around two objects: 
the gathering of persons into local Associations, and the estab. 
lishment of a central, daily Press. By gathering together in 
Associations, we are enabled to have meetings every evening, 
and keep religion constantly uppermost, while at thesame time 
attention is given to all necessary business. By making the 
family gathering large enough to form a church and a school, 
the business of providing for daily wants, and the highest cul- 
ture of religion and edueation, go together. Here is provision 
for a natural p ting—one that will take care of it- 
self, and be perpetual. By this plan we do not call people away 
from their homes and employments to attend to religion, or 
seize them out of the current of the world for a few days only 
to drop them again; but we carry religion home to the people, 
and tarntheir very arrangements for getting a living into the 
essential conditions of a church and school.--The daily paper 
will be a central instrumentality, combining influences of the 
same kind, and acting constantly. 
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Memoranda for Students of Christianity. 

1. The regeneration of the primitive believers 
was effected by apprehending and confessing the 
resurrection of Christ, and was in fact the beginning 
of their resurrection. 

2. As such, it transferred them in spirit from 
this world to immortality, and thus released them 
from the law of ordinances and carnal command- 
ments. 

8. It set thera free from all sin. 

4. It gave them eternal security of holiness. 

5. The life which it gave to the soul, extended its 
influence more or less to the body. 

6. It terminated, after a few years, in a full res- 
urrection and glorification of the body, and a trans- 
lation to the presence of the Father. 

7. The Second Advent took place immediately 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, according to the 
plain predictions of Christ and the acknowledged 
expectations of his followers. 

8. The saints in Hades and mortality were then 
raised from the dead, and judgment was adminis- 
tered upon them and upon their enemies. 

9. These transactions took place in the spiritual 
world. 

10. This was a resurrection and judgment of on- 
ly a part of mankind. ; 

Il. The world, as a whole, had not then received 














the preparatory legal training, necessary to the 
spiritual apprehension of the gospel. The univer- 
sal resurrection and judgment, therefore, was de- 
ferred. 

12. The legal dispensation which had been given 
to the Jews, ‘was transferred, after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, to the Gentiles, 

18. The religion of Christendom, since the apos- 
tolic age, though it has borne the name and exter- 
nals of Christianity, has in fact been a second edi- 
tion of Judaism. 

14. The second birth, founded asit was in the 
Primitive church, on a spiritual apprehension of the 
resurrection of Christ, and effectual as it was to 
save from all sin, has not been known in the osten- 
sible Christian church since the Second Advent. 

15. The second and final resurrection and judg- 
ment are yet future. 

16. But within a few years the primitive faith of 
regeneration by the resurrection of Christ has again 
begun to be known ; and thus the process has com- 
menced, which, according to the order of the former 
dispensation, must ere long terminate in the second 
resurrection and judgment, 

17. No radical reformation of mankind will ever 
be effected by any other agency than that which 
God has employed viz., the power of Christ’s resur- 
rection, which overcame the Evil One and saves 
from all sin; and no end of the tribulations of this 
world will ever be attained, but by the judgment 
which separates the righteous from the wicked. 





Prospects in Europe. 

The last steamer from Europe brings the news 
of the final establishment of peace. The nations 
which for two years have been devoting all their 
energies, pouring out their blood and treasure, to 
carry on a fearful strife, have sickened of the con- 
flict and concluded to lay down their arms and 
come to a mutual understanding. Asa natural 
consequence, peoplealready begin to look about f» 
ascertain the consequences, and calculate the re- 
sults of this world-famed centest. The Evening 
Post in a very sensible article on the subject has 
the following remark: 

“ At the close of a war conducted with co man 
sacrifices on all sides, it is worth while to consid- 
er what has been gained. In the first place, 
nothing has been gained for human liberty in 
Western Europe. There were, in the beginning 
of the war, many who thought that the European 
races would take advantage of the opportunity to 
break their chains. There was to be a revival of 
Hungarian independence under a more liberal con- 
stitution : Italy was to free herself from the tyr- 
anny of Austria ; Poland was to recover her lib- 
erties, and it was held to be doubtful if even 
France would remain subject to the despotism 
under which she has fallen. These expectations 
were most confidently cherished in some quarters, 
and we acknowledge that it seemed to us nearly 
certain that the stability of the absolute govern- 
ments of Europe would be greatly endangered by 
a general war. The event has proved all such ex- 

ctations to have been idle. There has scarce 

nm a time since the fallof Napoleon when so 
little heed has been given in Europe to questions 
relating either to personal or national liberty.”’ 

This is emphatically true. The heroic and 
desperate efforts which were put forth by the 
friends of free government in 1848, and which 
once seemed to promise success, have entirely fail- 
ed, and the hopes which at that time beamed so 
brightly, and stirred their hearts to action, now 
that the smoke of this two years’ war is clearing 
away, are ready to expire. Lamartine, who in- 
augurated that movement, it is.said, is about to 
assign his estate for the payment of his debts, 
and emigrate to this country, a disappointed 
and almost heart-broken man. The voice of re- 
publicanism has been steadily growing fainter, 
until it has become completely silent and par- 
alyzed before the growing predominance of the 
strong and iron hand of despotic rule. These 
facts call vividly to mind, and are a striking con- 
firmation of the views presented in a home 
speech by J. H. N. some four years anda half ago, 
at the time Kossuth first visited this country. 
In that he propounded the theory, that suc- 
cess in founding free institutions in Europe, is 
not to be expected until the problem of human 
redemtion is fully worked out in this country. 

It would seem from appe.rances as though a ret- 
rograde movement was making in the old world, 
but it must be borne in mind that, although the 
spirit of liberty has been in energetic activity there 
for the past 300 years, upheaving and leavening 
the public mind, yet all the choice spirits it has 
produced, the mass of mind it has most effectually 
penetrated, has been drawn off to this country. 
This fact evidently signifies that here is the place 
where the ruler of nations intends the true prin- 
ciples of government and the final orgamzation of 
society are to be worked out. Here is the place 
where the Kingdom of heavenis to be first set up. 
Let all, therefore, who long for the deliverance of 
the oppressed nations of Europe, labour for the 
accomplishment of the purpose of God in this na- 
tion, and they will the most effectually subserve 





the vbject they have at heart. 


What Ought to be Done. 

There ought to be a DAILY RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength, not in the pulpit, but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function ot the 
press—more effective than book-making, pvecause 
more continuous and universal in its operation.— 
Religion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the same reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done, can and 
will be done, the publishers of the Circular are con- 
fidently assured that the time is not far distant 
when the earnest and true-hearted every where will 
co-operate together in establishing a daily Religious 
Paper, devoted to the Sovereignty and interests of 
Jesus Christ. 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the terms at the head of the 
first column, the Circular is offered to those who 
wish it, as the gospel is, without money and with- 
out price. It is supported at present, first and 
principally, by the funds of the Oneida Association, 
and its branches ; secondly, by the freecontributions 
of its friends and a few remittances from those who 
choose to pay for it. Our expectation, however, is 
that the idea of a Free Damry Rexiaiovs Press, as 
the complement and consummation of Free Schools, 
Free Churches, and Free Benevolent Societies, will 
gradually become known, and be appreciated among 
all spiritually minded religionists, and that thus 
the Circular, as the embodiment of: that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer cunstituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance, the 
Bible Society, and endows it annually with a reve- 


'Y | nue of three:hundred thousand dollars. 





Our Patrons. 


The following passage from Christ’s Mountain Talk 
describes the class of persons whom we desire for 
patrons, readers, and subscribers : 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek : 
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness : for 
they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace- 
sos : & they shall be called the children of God. 
—Matt. 5: 3—9. 





The Lord’s Prayer--A Glance at its Meaning. 

The leading petition of the celebrated form of 
prayer which Christ gave to his disciples, and 
which is in daily use throughout Christendom, is, 
‘Thy kingdom come: THY WILL BE DONE ON 
EARTH A8 IT IS DONE IN HEAVEN.’ Would it not 
be well for those who present these sacred words 
at the throne of grace, to consider how much they 
mean? It is easy to ascertain from the Scriptures, 
with indisputable certainty, how the will of God 
is done in heaven, in respect to several interest- 
ing points. Let us see. 

1. The will of God, as it is done in heaven, ex- 
cludes sin. ‘There shallin no wise enter there- 
in any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lic; but they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.’-— 
(Rev. 21: 27.) 

2. The will of God, as it is done in heaven, 
abolishes the fashion of the world, inciuding mar - 
riage. ‘In the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage.’ (Matt. 22: 30.) 

3. The will of God, as it is done in heaven, 
abolishes sickness and sorrow. ‘There shall be 
no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain., (Rev. 21: 4.) 

4. The will of Wod, as it is done in heaven, 
abolishes death. ‘Neither can they die any 
more.’ (Luke 20: 36.) 

5. The will of God, as it is done in heaven, 
banishes the devil and his angels. ‘There was 
war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and 
his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their 
place found any morein heaven.’ (Rev. 12: 7, 8.) 

So we might goon toestablish by categorical 
testimony, many other excellent features in the 
economy of heaven. But these are enough for 
the preseut. Let all seekers of heaven, and users 
of the Lord’s prayer, read the New Testament 
through, with their eye on the cunstitution of the 
celestial kingdom, and extend our inyentory at 
their leisure. The point we are upon, is, that 
these ascertained facts of the heavenly condition, 
should be recognized as legitimate objects of 
prayer in this worid, and for this world. If we 
pray,‘ Z’hy wiil be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven,’ we ought not to shrink from filling out 
that prayer, by asking specifically for whatever 
we know to be according to the will of God as it 





is done in heaven. The following, then, would be 
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a proper expansion of the first part of the Lord’s 
yer :— 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come: thy will be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven: and by this we 
—_ oe sin tyne" abolished ; let the fash- 
ion world, including marriage, pass away ; 
let sickness and sorrow come to anend; let death 
be dethroned, and its ravages forever cease ; let 
the devil and his angels, with all their co-work- 
ers, be cast out. Come, Lord, with all thy holy 
angels, and dwell with men ; earth a para- 
dise, as it was at the beginning ; for thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen ! 

N.B a= we pray for these things, we ought 
to expect 3 and if we expect them, we ought 
to labor for them ; and if we labor for them, we 
ought to begin by clearing away all doctrines 
that deny the possibility of them. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


EUROPE. 

The last arrivals bring the important announce- 
ment of the final signing of the treaty of peace by 
the Plenipotentiaries at the Conferences in Parir, 
The signing was done on Sunday, the 30th of March 
and the event was immediately announced in London 
and Paris by salvos ofartillery. Paris was illumi- 
nated andin England the bells were pealed. The 
injunction of secrecy in regard to its provisions re- 
mains until the ratifications can be exchanged which 
will be three or four weeks. Much rejoicing was 
occasioned by itin Paris, but it is pretty broadly 
intimated that the treaty will be unsatisfactory to 
the mass of the English People. The Czar, it is ru- 
mored, is intending to visit France and England: 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

By the arrival of a steamer from the Isthmus, we 
learn that the Nicaragua Transit route across the 
Isthmus is suspended, and all direct communication 
with the interior thereby closed; that Col. Schles- 
singer, one of General Walker’s officers, had been 
defeated in an engagement with the Costa Ricans ; 
and that twenty of his men, who were taken prison- 
ers were condemned and hung by their captors. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

The Indian troubles still continue in Oregon. The 
Williamette Valley is the only portion of Oregon 
that is safe from their attacks. 

We have intelligence from China by way of San 
Francisco, that the greater portion of the Chinese 
part of the city of Macao has been destroyd by fire. 








ITEMS. 


—Efforts are making to found a Cath- 
olic Library and Reading-room in N. Y. City. 


—The booksellers of all Northern Eu- 


rope are to holda convention in Copenhagen some- 
time during the present month. 


—A well informed writer, according to 
the Tribune, reviewing the past and present condi- 
tion of religion in Germany, says that rationalism 
and the infidel philosophical systems have fallen, and 
a return to evangelical theology is becoming general. 


—A correspondent of a Paris paper, 
writing from Sebastopol, says: There is literally 
nothing left of the city but shapeless ruins. The 
bullets are as thick on the ground as hailstones.— 
The city is now being visited by large numbers of 
English tourists. 


—The Mormons in Utah are taking 


measures to form a State Government this Spring. 


—The Tribune publishes a list of the 
passengers and the officers and crew of the Pacific, 
which itis generally conceded is most probably 
lost. The passengers were forty-five in number and 
the officers and crew one hundred and forty-one. 


—The Shaker village at Enfield, N. H., 


has been visited by a serious fire. It broke outin a 
machine-shop while the Shakers were attending pri- 
vate worship. The wind was blowing furiously at 
the time, right in the direction of the village, but 
by the greatest exertions a large part of the village, 
including the dwelling houses, was saved, though 
some ten or twelve buildings were burned. 





An Oneida Journal. 

Tuesday, April 22.—The spring opens favorably. 
A month ago it was feared the breaking up of win- 
ter would be attended with destructive freshets in 
this region, as the snow onthe ground was heavy 
and the ice in the creek very thick; but the sun 
and wind have united to melt and dissipate the snow 
—the earth and clouds have received it—the streams 
have scarcely been swollen beyond their ordinary 
proportions, and the ice has made a leisurely transit 
to the lake without damage to bridge or bank. Ev- 
ery thing now calls to mind the words of the Song, 
‘‘Lo the winter is past, the rain, [the snow] is over 
and gone; the flowers appear. on the earth; the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle [the peep of the frog] is heard in the land. 
[The willow putteth forth its kitten buds, and the 
tender grass begins to shoot up.”] The children bring 
wild flowers for our table,--robins are building 
in our rose bowers; and that God has not forgotten 
his promise to Noah.‘ while the earth remaineth, 
seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night shall not cease,’ may be read 
jn the changes going on everywhere. Said a little 
girl to us yesterday, in one of April’s intermittent 
chills, ‘How do we know that it will not be winter 
all summer ?” ‘ We know that such a thing never Aas 
Leen,’ said we. ‘ But it could be, could'nt it? said 





she. ‘No;’ and we tried toexplain to her astronomi- 
cally the impossibility, but we might have made a 
simple matter of it and said, ‘ God has promised that 
while the earth remaineth it shall not be.’ Our far- 
mers are plowing a little, but the earth is not dry 
enough yet to commence in earnest. We noticed a 
regiment of men and boys in the meadow the other 
day, making mysterious evolutions, and understood 
they had turned out by invitation of the farmers on 
a walk over the farm to be made acquainted with 
the summer plans, how the ground is to be appro- 
pridted,,what crops are to be put in, &c. Potatoes 
are rather losing reputation with us, though we 
have not been humbugged with the Chinese Yam. 
‘No roots but sweet potatoes,’ was posted on the 
bulletin board by some one of our radicals after a 
discussion of the subject of crops lately. ‘Yes, vege- 
table oysters,’ was presently added in another hand- 
* Winter pears are better,’ was written under that. 
But to return : the gardeners are making new beds of 
pie-plant and have begun to work on the strawberries. 
The fruit culturers are transplanting nursery trees, 
and the ornamental landscape gardeners are bring- 
ing the woods to us, maples, elms, &c., for shade by 
and by, when twenty years are flown. The flower- 
lovers can hardly wait for the ground to warm and 
dry and get ready for the spade and rake. Mean- 
time the polyanthus, never waiting for the garden 
to be put in order, is out as cheery as can be. Mr. 
Robinson, of Baldwinsville, has sent us a present of 
a barrel of dahlia roots, which we hope by good 
care will be pleasant reminders of his friendship 
next fall when other floral beauties will be rare.— 
We have made an addition to our garden this spring 
of a bench of bee-hives,—half-a-dozen miniature 
communes, from which we may expect to derive some 
good hints in social and industrial economy. By the 
way, over against this, swine, the synonyms of sel- 
fishness are entirely expelled from the domain. It is 
several months since meat of any kind has been seen 
on our table—it has dropped out of use without vote 
or rule. Milk is a great favorite. Fresh apples are 
produced from our fruit-cellar in abundance yet.—- 
In our meeting last night, among other confes- 
sions, Christ was confessed in the kitchen, and a 
hearty prayer was offered, that he might have full 
control of our eating and drinking, and reign in our 
appetites and bodies. Eight peddlers start out this 
week, taking with them nearly two thousand dollars 
worth of silk. Some of them go as far as St. Louis, 
Milwaukie, and Cincinnati; others take shorter 
routes. A letter was received last night from a 
man in Milwaukie, who says: 

‘‘Enclosed please find a draft for one hundred and 
ten dollars, amount of your invoice of March 8.— 
I am entirely out of traps. I could have sold 15 
dozen this week if I had had them, but it is too late 
to order more for this spring’s trapping. I shall 
try and have a full supply for another fall, and I 
shall want one thousand by the 1st of Sept. I am 
making my arrangements so as to supply the whole 
of this State with your valuable traps. a. u. @.” 

Our farmers are afraid the trap-shop will have to 
retain allits hands through the summer. Weekly 
financial reports show that the income of the Com- 
munity exceeds its expenses now in a satisfactory 
ratio. E. H. Hamilton and family, who have been 
resident at the Wallingford Commune mostly for the 
last four years, have come to Oneida to spend the 


season, an addition to the society here, much appre- 
ciated. Our series of criticism continues. The 
Rible-game in the morning draws as much interest 
as it ever did. Classes and clubs on the spontaneous 
principle for spiritual and intellectual improvement, 
are well kept up. Our spring harvest in spiritual 
fruits has been the cause of many thank-offerings. 
The confessions of Christ in the last Circudar indi- 
cate the attitude of the young among us, and show 
the working of the revival spirit that has been pres- 
ent here this winter. The social discussions Wednes- 
day evenings are pursued with interest. The 
medical principles of the Association, which pre- 
scribe the confession of Christ and criticism for all 
diseases, however moonshiny they may appear in 
theory, continue to have the merit of success.— 
Among our forty children we have used no other 
medicine, not even herb drinks ; and it is nearly four 
years since a death has occurred in thei: number. 
P. 8. Baby is doing well. 





Industrial Marriage. 


The Socia! Theory of Bible Communists con- 
templates deiivering man from the curse of hard 
work, and woman from the curse of excessive 
propagation, and bringing about an entire amal- 
gamation of the sexes in all useful industry. The 
two first propositions prepare the way for the 
third. Woman could scarcely be the help-meet 
of man in his work, while he tills a cursed grouné, 
and she is exhausted with excessive child-bearing ; 
but let the expenses of maternity be properly re- 
duced, and labor lightened by Association, and the 
way is prepared for the marriage of man and wo- 
man in their daily employments. 

These principles are in practical operation in 
the Associated Communities. Hard work and 
excessive propagation are abolished, and men and 
women mingle in their occupations to a considera- 
ble extent. Having the liberty of experiment, 
the women have discovered that there is scarcely 
any business which the men of the Association 
engage in, that has not a woman’s half to it—a 
light part, proportioned to her strength and fac- 
ulty. In house-butlding, for instance, a kind of 
labor which may be supposed tu offer nothing 





have found a variety of things that mo can do, 
such as nailing lath, setting glass, painting, &c., 
&c. And if in any work their actual manual he 
is inconsiderable, their society, by making 
attractive, secures the grand object of the combi- 
nation. Dancing would be work if it was confined 
to one sex, and work may be made as attractive 
as dancing, by the musical mingling of both sexes. 
Our printing has always been done by the joint- 
industry of men and women, boys and girls, and 
the merits of the principle under discussion are 
illustrated in our printing office as well, perhaps, 
as any where, in the neatness and order, the at- 
tractiveness, and efficiency prevailing there.— 
Women have helped in the shoe-shop more or 
less; and vy are regular hands, spoken for 
every day, at the trap-shop. There they heat irons 
for the forgers, sort jaws, paint springs, and do 
easy work at punching, filing, polishing, &c. By 
a system of volunteering and taking turns, all the 
women of the Association enjoy the change of 
working occasionally two hours at a time in 
the trap-shop. In summer the women of the 
Communes, render efficient service in planting, 
raking hay, gathering fruit, crops, &c. Garden 
work is as pleasant business perhaps as the sexes 
can mingle in, and as horticulture supplants 
farming, and advancing civilization modifies man’s 
business in many respects, the association of men 
and women in labor will of course be more 
agreeable as well as practicable. 

On the other side, we must not omit to say 
that the men have made themselves familiar with 
woman’s work, and help her systematically in 
washing, cooking, table-service, &c., making 
housekeeping as much more attractive than or- 
dirary, as the work is abroad. 

To the objection that woman’s natural consti- 
tution is too delicate for association with man in 
his work, it may be said, that the burdens to 
which she is subjected by ordinary marriage, are 
amuch greater tax on her constitution. As a 
family producer, she works harder and sacrifices 
her health more, than she could in any other way. 
But it will be said, perhaps, that children are tho 
highest kind of production. That is true. But 
we believe that woman was made primarily to be 
the companion of man, and only secondarily to be 
the mother of his children ; and the present sys- 
tem, which makes her chiefly, and almost altoge- 
ther a mother, is part of the curse. The truth 
is, we value children so much, that we do no* 
want to have them increase faster than they are a 
joy and delight, and can have the most royal care. 





Bible Game. 

Our Bible Game is continued with unabated 
interest. We read through the Bible in a year. 
Our method is to take four or five chapters a day, 
reading them first each one by himself, and then 
meeting in the parlor immediately after breakfast, 
and guessing in turn from which chapter a verse 
is read. A man and woman are chosen to read 
two mornings in succession, and then they give 
place to others. We commenced the Bible the 
secohd time on the first of January the present 
year, and are now reading in the book of Job, tak- 
ing four chapters aday. This method of studying 


the Bible we find edifying in many respects, It con- 
centrates the attention of the whole Community 
upon one point; affords interesting topics for 
conversation and meditation to the members; 
and we find new beauties in the Bible everv time 
we read it. The advantages of this game are por- 
trayed more fully in an account of it in the 3d 
Vol. of the Circular, p. 215. 





Practical Communism--A Plan tor Employers. 
Natural, and Practicable Immediately, for all 


sorts of Business, and in the midst of 
Society as it is. 

This plan is founded on the simple proposition, 
to substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slaye-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages.’ so it is 
now said to the hireling mast r, ‘Slop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supports 
a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, Live, with his 
men, and make them interested parTNeERs, instead 
of holding them by the mere bond of wages, and 
supporting their families scattered abroad. 

‘The material advantages of this business con- 
densation, would be in part as follows: 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and constant 
consultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

3. Saving of time and labor in traveling w and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbi 
trary money payments. - 

The educational aad religions advantages of 
this plan would be manifold and complete. 

1, Every important business wouldbe the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FAMILY. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons 
qualified to instruct, and having constant oppor- 
tunity for meeting and mutual help would be- 
come & SCHOOL. 

3. That school, rising into the knowledge of 
God, and having the best possible facilities for 
inutual criticism and religious culture, would be- 
come a cuurcH. Thus business would become a 





truly sacred institution—the very platform of the 
worship of God. ‘The four great interests of man- 





kind—business, family affection, education. and 


religion—would join and dwell together 
wherever human beings have a home. 





A Physiological and Social Discovery. 

The amative and tive functions of the 
sexual nature are distinct from each other, and 
may be separated practically, They are con- 
founded in the world, both in the theories of 
ir nem tee and in universal practice. The 
amative function is regarded merely as a bait to 
the propagative, and is merged in it. The sexual 
organs are called ‘ organs of reproduction,’ or ‘or- 
gans of generation,’ but not organs of love or or- 
gans of union. But if amativeness is, as we have 
seen, the first and noblest of the social affections, 
aud if the propagative part of the sexual relation 
was originally secondary, and ramount 
by the subversion of order in the fal], we are 
bound to raise the amative office of the sexual 
nature into a distinct and paramount function. 
It is seen by all that this department has 
two distinct functions. We affirm that it has 
three—that the amative function is as dis- 
tinct from the propagative, as the propagative is 
from the urinary. In fact, strictly speaking, the 
organs of propagation are physiologically dis- 
tinct from the organs of union in both sexes... . . 
We insist that the amative function, that which 
consists in a simple union of persons, making ‘ of 
twain one flesh,’ and giving a medium of magnetic 
and spiritual interchange—is a distinct and in- 
dependent function, as superior to the reproduc- 
tive as we have shown amativeness to be to 
propagation—Bible Communism. 

The scientific fact indicated in the above par- 
agraph is destined, when men become civilized 
and considerate enough to appreciate it, to rise in- 
to an impcrtance equal at least to that of any of 
the great discoveries of this age. We affirm that 
it contains the practical solution in connection 
with salvation from sin by faith, of most of the 
social miseries that disfigure the earth. It offers 
theonly natural and humane method of controlling 
population. It relieves woman from a most ex- 
cessive and destructive burden. It tends to in- 
dividual and general refinement, making Asso- 
ciation practicable without the asceticism of 
Shakerism. Next to religion it is the basis of 
our success. — 





As society becomes vital and refined, drawing 
its best nourishment from love, the grosser kinds 
of food and especially animal food, will go out of 
use. The fruits of trees will become the staple 
eatables, Gen. 2:16. The largest part of the 
labor of the world is now spent on the growth of 
annual plants and animals. Cattle occupy more 
of the soil at present than men. The cultivation 
of trees will be better sport than plowing, hoeing 
corn, digging P msm and waiting on cows and 
pigs.— Bible Communism. 

*Don’t stop her Singing.’ 

On one of the first beautiful Spring mornings which 
we had a few days ago, while we were riding in an 
omnibus in Broadway, a pretty-faced little girl, sit- 
ting on the opposite seat—whose spirits, from the 
unusual influences of the balmy air and bright sun- 
light, were rapidly bubbling up into cheerfulness 
and exhilaration, involuntarily began to sing. 

A gentleman at whose side she was sitting, an¢ 
whom we took to be her father, immediately turned 
towards her, and with no ungentleness,yet with cold- 
ness and dignity, gave her a . A children- 
loving frignd of ours, by our side, who had been for 
several minutes looking at the little girl with pleased 
attention, was in a moment so indignantly affected 
at the father’s words that he said to him: ‘Don't 
stop her singing sir ; I would as svon think of throw- 
ing siones at a canary bird /’—Independent 








Whence Come the Rappings ft 

Whoever believes the Bible knows that ance.e 
are beings of such a nature that, though ordi- 
narily invisible, they can, when they choase, ar- 
PrAR to men in the mortal state. We find in the 
Old and New Testaments not less than fifty instan- 
ces of angels presenting themselves in visible form. 
and conversing with men and women in the ordi- 
nary way, i.e., by word of mouth. And in con- 
nection with these instances we find plenty of 
facts showing that angels can deal with material 
substances (in the way, for instance, of eating 
food, rolling away stones, &c.,) a8 directly and 
freely as men in the flesh can. 

It is plain that such beings do not need the 
awkward telegraphic machinery employed by the 
rapping spirits. ‘They would not thank Dr, Frank- 
lin, or any other defunct philosopher, for the in- 
vention of a system of communication with this 
world by electric ur magnetic signals. Our cloth- 
menufacturers would as svvn go back to the old 
woman’s spinning wheel, as angels would betake 
themselves to the modern fashion of talking with 
mortals by the tedious process of herring the al- 
phabet repeated over and over, and rapping fot 
behind the curtain when the letters they want 
are hit upon, The rappings then certainly do 
not come from the angelic world, but from some 
region more remote from material affinities, the 
inhabitants of which are imprisoned with refer- 
ence to access to this world, and can only make 
difficult stgnals to their friends on this side the 
barrier. 

By the same reasoning, we can demonstrate 
that the rappings do not come from the resir- 
rection werld, ov the sphere of the Prinitive 
church, where human beings have attained the 
victory over death; for it is written, ‘They uiat 
shall be accourted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the resurrection of the dead, [where marriace 
and death cease } areas the angels of God} froin 
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which we conclude surely that the shints in the 
resurrection, having the nature of , are able 
like the angels, to appear to m 8 personally, 
and converse with them by werd of mouth, when 
oe pe and of course have no occasion to 
, access to this world by , or we 
processes as prisoners resort to in communicat 
with outside friends. Facts, as well as the 
words of Christ, warrant this conclusion; for 
Christ himeelf, he was invisible while he 
remained in 5 to appear personally to 
his disciples, with all the freedom of communi- 
cation that he ever had, as soon as the resurrec- 
tion claimed him. and he took his place with the 
angels that waited on himas he emerged. So, 
when the earth quaked, and the rocks rent, and 
‘many bodies of the saints that slept arose,’ they 
’ too, immediately manifested their new relations 
to the material world by ‘appearing unto many.’ 
It is clear that in the angelic and resurrection 
worlds ae are one, and may be called together 
the world of life,) there isa corporeal nature adap- 
ted to free personal communication with the mate- 
rial world. The angels and risen saints can be visi- 


ble or invisible at pleasure to mortal eyes, which | ; 


1s a privilege of relation to matter altogether su- 
perior to the mortal state of fixed visibility.— 
And, on the other hand, it is evident that in the 
world of the dead, which in the Bible is called 
Hades, the souls of men have not bodies adapted 
to free communication with this world, but are 
virtually in prison with reference to the material 
half of the umiveree. Here is just the difference 
between the world of life and the world of the 
dead: the world of life can approach us, if it 
pleases, freely and directly; while the world of 
the dead is under the necessity of making its 
advances by cunningly devised processes of elec- 
trical action and dumb show. The rapping man- 
ifestations are clearly of this latter, indirect, arti- 
ficial character. rgo, the rapping manifesta- 
tions come not from the world of life above, but 
from the world of the dead below. Q. E. D. 





The Power of Love. 
BY MARY &. CRAGIN, 

The earth, jce-bound by winter’s chilling sway 
Lies lifeless as in faneral array : 
No genial warmth her frozen bosom thaws, 
Her pulse stands still ‘neath nature’s sterner laws. 
But when to spring the desolator yields, 
And life’s glad warmth broods o’er the grateful fields, 
Then bubbling up from myriad secret stores, 
And pouring out through countless unseen pores, 
Those juices flow, which yield earth’s fruits and flowers, 
And clothe the hills with glorious forest-bowers. 
’Tis thus with hearts. Unblest by love’s warm rays, 
In death’s drear barrenness men pass their days ; 
Unconscious of the wealth within their souls, 
Blind to the boundless treasures heaven holds. 
But when love’s sunshine dawns upon the heart, 
New hopes, new joys, new powers, its beams impart. 
Its quickening fire invigorates the mind ; 
Tis health and hope, and joy and zeal combined. 
Ye weary moralists, who vainly toil, 
To plow and fertilize a frozen soil, 
Behold your only hope—the fount of bliss : 
God’s perfect love—tmr sux oF RIGHTEOUSS»:88, 
’Tis rising. and shall renovate the earth ; 
Destroy all evil ; to all good give birth. 


Second Coming of Christ, 

The doctrine of the New Testament, as we 
understand it, is, that Christ came the second 
time 1800 years ago, and established his king- 
dom in the heavens ; and that his kingdom is 
finally to be established in this world. Of the 
truth of these statements, all may convince 
themselves by examining the New Testa- 
ment proofs, As a guide to inquiry and 
investigation, we offer a few hints, referring the 
reader to the Berean and the past volumes of 





The Circwlar, for a more extended discussion | [ 


of these topics. 

1. Christ predicted his coming within the life- 
time of the generation then living. Inthe 24th 
of Matt., after describing the events that were 
to precede the destruction of Jerusalem and 
foreshadow his coming, he says: ‘* Now learn 
a parable of the fig-tree. When his branch 
is yet tender and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh. * So likewise ye, 
when ye see all these things, know that it [i. e. 
his coming] is near, even at the doors.’ Ver- 
ses 32, 33. ‘Verily I say unto you, there be 
some standing here who shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
dom.’ Matt. 16:28. ‘If I will that he 

John] tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?’ 
ohn 21 ; 22. 

2 The Apostles and Primitive saints were 
looking for Christ’s coming as near at hand, 
and as the consummation of all their hopes. * Let 
us consider one another, &c., exhorting one an- 
other: and so much the more as ye see the day 
{of Christ] approaching.’ Heb. 10: 24, 25. 
* Ye have need of patience, &c., for yet a little 
while, and he that shall come will come, and 
wili not tarry.’ Ver. 36,37. ‘Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Stablish your hearts ; for the comang of 
the Lord draweth nigh. The Judge standeth 
before the door.”” James 5: 7---9. 

3. The resurrection and judgment that fol- 
lowed the coming of Christ took effect only on 
a part of mankind, and was not the general and 
final resurrection and jud, . © Then shall 
two be in the ficld, the one shall be ¢aken and 


the other left,’ Matt. 24:40. ‘And I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, &c., and they lived and reign- 
ed with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished, This is the first resurrec- 
tion.’ Rev. 20: 4.5. (See also the rest of 
the chapter. ) 

4. The Second Coming of Christ was of a 
private nature, and took place in the spiritual 
world. The world saw Christ no more after 
his resurrection. His nature was angelic. His 
ascension was in the presence of angels, and 
witnessed only by the most devoted and spirit- 
ual of his followers. After his ascension the 
angels said to his disciples, ‘ Why stand ye gas 
ing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.’ 
Acts 1:11. His coming was like a thief in 
the night. ‘ At midnight the bridegroom came, 
. . and they that were ready went in with 


him, and the door was shut.’ Matt. 25. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

1. The kingdom of God established in heaven 
at the Second Coming is to come in this world; 
and his will is to be done here as it is in heaven. 
‘ The kingdoms of this worlare [to] become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ.’ Rev. 11 ; 
15. The holy city, New Jerusalem, is to come 
down from God out of heaven upon earth, and 
the tabernacle of God is to be with men, ‘and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them 
and be their God.’ Rev. 21. ‘ In the dispen- 
sation of the fullness of times, he will gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth.’ Eph. 
1: 10. 

2. The principles and institutions of the 
kingdom of heaven are entirely different from 
those of this world. In this world men are _se/- 
fixh: in the kingdom of heaven love takes the 
place of selfishness. Here private property is 
recognized : in heaven no man says that aught 
of the things which he possesses is his own, 
but they have all things in common. (See Acts 
4.) The children of this world marry and are 
given in marziage, but they which are account- 
ed worthy to obtain that world and the resur- 
rection from the dead, neither marry nor are 

iven in marriage. (Luke 20:34, 35.) In 
Yhrist’s Kingdom the principle that all mine 
is thine, and thine is mine,’ is recognized in its 
broadest sense. 

Note.—It will be seen from the above that 
the object of Christ in the apostolic age was to 
prepare the Primitive Church for his kingdom 
and then take them to himself in the spiritual 
world. Hence his policy was different from 
what it is in the present dispensation. Then 
he instructed his followers to be subject to the 
powers that be, and developed the interior 
principles of his kingdom only so far as he 
could without destroying the institutions of 
this world. Now, however, as his kingdom is to 
be established here on the earth, the institutions 
of this world are to be supplanted, adapted as 
they are toa state of selfishness. 





Salvation from Sin. 

The doctrine of Salvation from Sin is a fun- 
damental doctrine of the New Testament. On 
the first page of that book it is written, * She 
i.e. Mary] shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shall call his name Jesus, [i. e. Savior,] for he 
shall sare his people from their sins ;’ and on 
the last page it is written, [Rev. 21: 27.] 
* There shall in no wise enter into it [i. e. the holy 
city] any thing that defileth ;’ and between the 
first and last page the doctrine of the above 
passages—that ‘ without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord,’ and that it is the office of the Sa- 
vior to make men holy—is expressed and con- 
firmed in a multitude of instances. We might 
cite in proof of this a great number of texts, 
but the following will suffice for our present 
purpose, and suggest numerous others ofa 
similar character : ‘ Whosoever is born of God 
doth nut commit sin; for his seed remaineth 
in him ; and he cannot sin, because he is born 
of God.’ 1 Jno.3: 9. ‘There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus....For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death. For what the law 
could not do in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in 
the flesh ; that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” Rom. 8: 1—-4. 

A belief in the heart, and a confession with 
the mouth, of an indwelling Christ, (see Rom. 
10: 9,) secures to us the Bost of this precious 
salvation. Because Christ is holy whoever in- 
telligently recognizes his union with him is also 
holy. ‘ By him [i. e. Christ] all that believe 
are justified from all things from which ye 





could not be justified by the law of Moses.’— 





Acts 13: 39. Thus we believe, and thus we 
teach. 





Confession of Christ, 


The Confession of Christ is the most popu- 
lar, as well as efficacious, means of grace which 
has been instituted in the Community. The 

lof perfect holiness was first proclaimed 
to the world, in 1834, by a confession with the 
mouth, of the truth believed in the heart, that 
Jesus Christ is in every man a perfect and ever- 
lasting Savior from all sin ; and since that time 
the hearty, continuous, confession of an in- 
dwelling Christ, as a cure for all deficiencies of 
character and spirit, has proved an indispen- 
sable agency of eternal improvement and growth 
in the life of the resurrection. Many other 
agencies are found to be excellent helps to this, 
but there are none that will suffice to do any 
permanent good without it. 

A good illustration of the process that takes 
place in the confession of Christ may be seen 
in the phenomena of the Leyden Jar. 
confession of Christ is to our moral and spirit- 
ual constitution like the connecting rod which 
produces the electrical discharge between the 
interior and exterior surfaces of the Leyden 
Jar. It brings the inner and outer surface of 
our life into communication. We are so relat- 
ed to Christ that the inside of our being is 
charged with his electricity all the time, and 
what is wanted to manifest it, is the connection 
of the inside and outside: that is done by the 
confession of the moyth. Believing ia the 
heart is the inside preparation, and confession 
with the mouth connects the state of the inte- 
rior with the sensations, which are external. 
A fluid passes, and psychical phenomena are 
produced. The electricity of Obrist is quies- 
cent and latent in the believer, till by some 
means a circuit is formed, connecting it with 
the outer life. Confession with the mouth es- 
tablishes this circuit—-the Spirit discharges it- 
self through the senses—the inner life of Christ 
takes effect on the external nature. 





Wartare with Disease and Death. 


The Bible authorizes the belief that disease and 
death are the consequences of sin. This belief 
has been common with a majority of professed 
Christians. The apostle Paul says explicitly, 
that ‘death entered into the world by sin;’ 
(Rom. 5: 12;) and again: ‘The wages of sin is 
death.’ (6: 23.) 

The prophet Isaiah, predicting the future glory 
of Jerusalem, says, ‘The inhabitant shall not say, 
I am sick: [and he adds as a reason,] the people 
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. 
(Isaiah 33: 24.) So Christ, when he healed the 
sick, plainly signified that sin and disease were 
connected in the way of cause and effect, and that 
to forgive one’s sins, was equivalent to healing 
his diseases: thus—‘ Whether is easier to say, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say, Arise and 
walk, 

The argument from these premises, is briefly 
this:—‘ The wages of sin is death. Stop the 
work, and you stop the wages.’ Again, the same 
conclusion follows from the nature of Christ’s 
office as the sccond Adam, thus :—‘ The resurrec- 
tion in the second Adam is commensurate with 
the fall of the first.’ As ‘the wages of sin is 
death,’ so ‘ the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 

Wherever the doctrine of HoLINEss—the faith 
that accepts Christ as a present and whole Savior 
from sin—has been received to any considerable 
extent, the corresponding doctrine, viz., that of 
the salvation of the body from disease, by the 
same power that saves from sin, has also taken 
root more or less. From almost every place 
where the gospel of holiness has been sent, an 
echo has come back assuring us that the blessing 
of emancipation from sin has been attended and 
followed by an improvement of health. And in 
many cases, the physical improvement of which 
they testify was not a special object of pursuit, 
but came as the unexpected spontaneous result of 
receiving Christ as a savior from sin. This gen- 
eral manifestation has deepened our previous con- 
victions, that the resurrection of the soul carries 
with it an incipient resurrection of the body. and 
tends directly toward the final change from the 
mortal to the immortal state. 

The Gtorious HopE, presented to thuse who 
wait for the finishing of the mystery of God, is 
sct forth in the following beautiful passage from 
Isaiah :—“ And in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a 
feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of mar- 
row, of wines on the lees well refined. And he 
will destroy in this mountain the face of the coy- 
ering cast over all people, and the vail that is 
spread overall nations. He wit, swALLow uP 
DEATH IN victory ; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away from off all the 
earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.” (Isaiah 
25: 6—8.) 





The Lord’s Suppers 


The ordinance which Christ appointed to sym- 
bolize the reception of his body and blood, is so 
interesting to all believers, tuat it seems natural 
and quite important to inquire how often it ought 
to be observed. Great diversity of practice on 
this point prevails in the various churches.— 
Some have communion seasons once a month; 
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others not more that once or twice a year. The 
Puseyites, we believe, favor more frequent admin- 
istration of the sacrament; insisting that it should 
be received every week, if not every day. 

This diversity indicates the obvious but impor- 
tant fact, that the Scriptures have given no rule 
on the subject. Christ and the apostles have left 
nothing on record by which we can fix the stated 
intervals of the observance. Still it is almost uni- 
versally assumed that they intended to establish a 
periodical festival. But this assumption is attend- 
ed with difficulties. If they intended to give the 
church a solemn speciality, like the passover, or 
the feast of tabernacles, in the Jewish ritual, tow 
could they fail to specify the regular times of the 
ceremony ? 

In the absence of any such specification, we 
have been led to inquire whether Christ intended 
to establish a periodical ceremony at all. Who 
knows but that he meant to associate eating and 
drinking at all times, with a ition of the 
virtue of his body and blood? Possibly the best 
way to fulfill his last words is to make every meal 
a Lord's supper. Certainly we ought to partake 
of his spiritual body and blood in our souls, every 
y, and as many times a day as possible. Why 
might not the symbol properly be as frequent as 
the thing signified ? 

As to the special virtue which is supposed to 
be communicated to the sacred elements by the 
special blessing uttered on sacramental occasions, 
one may ask why it is not possible and desirable 
to have that same virtue present at every meal ? 
Can any food be healthy without it? Christ 
blessed what he ate, and gave thanks, on all occa- 
sions. Was not the sacramental virtue in all bread 
thus blessed? And if we eat and drink our daily 
meals as we ought to do, ‘in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks unto God and the Father by 
him,’ will not the Lord Jesus bless us with his 
flesh and blood as well in one place as another— 
as well at home as in a church—as well on a week 
day as on Sunday ? Paul tells us how to secure 
the presence of sacramental virtue in all food.— 
‘Every creature of God,’ he says, ‘is good, and 
nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving ; for it is sanctified by the word of 
God and prayer’ 1. Tim. 6: 4, 5. Food sanc- 
tified by the word of God and prayer, certainly 
has in it the true virtue of the Lord’s supper ; 
and any food not thus sanctified is certainly pois- 
onous. 





Statistics of our Press. 


J. H. Norgs, the principal author of the literature of Per. 
fectionism, received the Gospel of Holiness in February, 1834. 
Immediately (as he says in his Religious Experience) he set 
the presy to work in the business of scattering the truth: sev- 
eral hand-bills and a pamphlet, entitied ‘Paul not Carnal,’ were 
soon published. 

In the following August the first No. of the New Haven Per- 
fectionist was published—edited at first by Mr. Noyes and Mr. 
James Boyle. At the expiration ofsix months Mr. N. withdrew 
from the connection, the paper having ceased to represent his 


principles. 
The Witness was commenced by J. H. N. at Ithaca, N. Y., 
Aug. 20,1837. After the publication of three bers it was 





suspended for a tinte, The remainder of the volume was pub- 
lished in Putney, Vt. 

‘The Way of Holiness’ a small book, was printed in 1838. 

A second volume ofthe Witness was commenced in Jan. 
1841 ; edited by J. H. N. and J. L. Skinner. This volume was 
also issued irregularly, and not completed, till Jan., 1843. Du- 
ring the same time * Law’s Address to the Clergy.’ a book of 
113 pages, and two numbers of a paper called the Spiritual Mor- 
alist, (edited by J. H. N. and G. Cragin) were printed at the 
office of the Witness. 

The paper was again commenced, Feb. 15, 1848, under the 
name Perfectionist, but was styled the 3d vol., as a continuation 
of the Witness. The 3d, 4th, and Sth vols. ofthe Perfectionist 
(J. H. N. and J.L. 8. editors) were published regularly in 
semi-monthly numbers. 

The Berean (see advertisement) was commenced in the spring 
of 1846, and finished April, 1847 

The Spiritual Magazine,a new monthly paper, succeeded the 
Perfectionist March, 1846. At the close of the first vol. it was 
suspended a few weeks for the completion of the Berean. The 
second volume edited by G@. W. Noyes, and published semi- 
monthly, was commenced May, 1847. Twelve numbers were 
published at Putney, when the press was stopped by the intol- 
erant zeal of certain eitizens of that place. The remainder of 
the vol. was published at Oneida. 

In 1849 the * Religious Experience’ of J. H. Noyes, and the 
first Annual Report of the Oneida Association, were printed. 

In 1850 the Free Church Circular was commenced and con- 
tinued semi-monthly tothe 16th. No. of vol. 4th (the latter part 
of the time under the editorship of Mrs. H. H. Skinner) when the 
burning of the printing office at Oneida caused ite suspension. 

In the springs of 1850 and 1851, the second and third Annual 
Reports of the A jation were published 

In 1850 a pamphlet entitled‘ Faith Facts,’ edited by G. Cra- 
gin was printed and sterreotyped in New York city. 

In Nov, 1851 The Circular,‘ Devoted to the Sovereignty of Je- 
sus Christ,’ was commenced at Brooklyn. edited by J. H. N., 
published weekly. The 2d. vol. of the Circular, commencing 
Nov. 1852, was edited by J. H. and G. W. N., and published 
semi -weekly. 

In an interim of a few weeks between the 2d and 3d vols. of 
the Circular, the pamphlet entitled Bible Communism was pub- 
lished. 

The 3d vol. advanced toa tri-weekly, ‘ edited by a Commu- 
nity.’ At the close of this vol. the press was moved to Oneida ; 
where the 4th vol. was commenced as a weekly, Jan. 25, 1855. 
The paper has since been regularly issued. Though the paper 
for the last two years and a half has been nominally * edited by 
a Community’ yet for the greater part of the time G. W. Noyes 
and H. H. Skinner have had the special management of it. For 
the past two months it has been under the charge of Wm. A 
Hinds, and for a few months previously 8. R. Leonard had the 
special direction of it. 

We might add that as the first No. of the Witness, published 
19 years ago, was offered to its readers ‘without money and 
without price,’ so the last No. of the Circular is offered freely 
to thuse who choose to receive it freely. 
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